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Project Background and Research Aims

	 2021 saw the third season of work carried out by the Bennachie Landscapes Fieldwork Group 
along with a number of fresh faces willing to try their hands. This work forms part of the wider 
Bennachie Landscapes Project run jointly by the Bailies of Bennachie and the University of Aberdeen. 
More information concerning this community project can be found at www.bailies0fbennachie.org.uk/
bennachie-landscapes-project. This season proved to be very productive in attracting over 23 volunteers 
attending and resulting in 177 days worked over 15 days. A heartfelt thanks go out to all participants that 
made this dig such a success and to Macdonald Hotels, the estate owners, who permitted this work to go 
ahead.
	 This season continued the work started on this part of the estate in 2019. Some former trenches 
were extended in order to capitalise on what had been discovered previously and some new trenches were 
opened to concentrate on new questions. The overall site under consideration comprises two distinct 
parts. Whether they are associated chronologically and with respect to purpose is one of the questions 
being asked. The smaller portion of the site is centred upon a mound situated just east of the present 
‘turnpike’ path. Excavation in 2019 resulted in a 10th century radiocarbon date from a possible structure 
on top of the mound and the recognition of the existence of a concentric earthwork partially encircling 
the mound. Both areas saw further exploration this year.
	 The mound overlooks a large sub-rectangular enclosure that is physically associated with a range 
of earthwork features that appear to span several centuries. Work in 2019 looked at several features that 
impinged upon this large enclosure. These investigations enabled a relative chronology to be created that 
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Figure 1. Site plan showing all trenches.



suggested strongly that the enclosure pre-dated all of the investigated earthwork remains. This season’s 
investigations concentrated on the enclosure dyke itself and attempted to characterise its construction. 
One other trench opened in 2019 - that investigating the hollow-way cutting through the enclosure - was 
also looked at in greater detail this season in order to confirm and expand upon the earlier results.
	 The large enclosure will be considered here first, followed by the investigations carried out on 
the mound. Figure 1 shows the complete site with the mound overlooking the enclosure and associated 
features to the east along with the trenches opened in 2019 and 2021. Figure 2 shows the southern 
portion of the enclosure detailing the 2021 trenches. Three of the trenches began as two parts but were 
eventually joined to create larger trenches. Their original numbering has been retained, i.e. Trenches 6 and 
11; 8 and 12; 9 and 13.

The Enclosure

Trench 6, 11

Description
	 Last season’s backfill was removed from the north end of the trench in an attempt to clarify the 
stratigraphy in this area. Owing to the proximity of a number of old beech trees and the rich soils present 
in the hollow-way, the soil stratigraphy of this trench was confused by the tangle of roots. The results from 
the 2019 investigation were considered to be lacking in the detail required to understand the history of 
this feature (Ralston & Shepherd, 2020, 12). Accordingly, the trench was re-opened and the former west 
side cut back by a further 250mm and extended northwards into Trench 11 (see Figure 3).

Results
	 The hollow-way appears to have linked the lower-lying farmlands to the resources higher up the hill. 
Hollow-ways are formed when traffic disturbs the ground surface and becomes adversely by the climatic 
effects of rain and ice. The hollow formed by the traffic becomes increasingly muddy and requires cleaning 
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out in order to make it passable again. 
The mud from the base of the hollow-
way is thrown to the side forming an 
upcast of soil. Over time, such effects 
of weather and periodic scouring can 
result in incredibly deep earthworks. 
In some cases, a ditch might be cut 
between the track and the upcast in 
order to help drainage.
	 All of these processes appear to be 
visible in section 27. [AK] is the track 
formed by the underlying natural 
subsoil.1 [AE] appears to be a drainage 
gulley created to help limit the effects 
of rain washing-out the track surface. 
(761) is an orangey, sandy soil that 
appears to be the original soil that 
formed above the glacial till. This has 

been removed by the cutting of the ditch and during the use of the track but survives under the upcast 
of soil (728). This upcast was presumably formed during the digging of the ditch and the removal of 
topsoil in the preparation of the track surface and was described as a loose, coarse sandy layer that may be 
accounted for by the mixing of the different soils during the preparation of the track and drainage gulley. 
Overlying (728) was a patch of redeposited natural that probably arrived there during a later cleaning 
episode. Overlying these deposits was a natural accretion of soils (829), (707) and (706) deposited after 
the hollow-way went out of use.

Trench 7

Description
	 Trench 7 was designed to investigate an earthwork comprising two banks with an intervening 
hollow. The site survey shows this to be a complicated part of the landscape where a number of earthworks 
impinge upon the hollow-way (see Figure 4).

1	 Across the site it has been seen that a natural process whereby minerals from the topsoils are 
washed down through the underlying soils form a hard ‘pan’ where they come in contact with the less 
porous natural subsoil. In this case the natural subsoil is a glacial ‘till’ laid down as the ice sheets melted 
at the end of the last glaciation. Beneath this harder ‘pan’ the natural subsoil remains in its post-glacial 
state.
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	 The bank to the west of the mound 
comprised mainly a sandy, dark 
greyish-brown loam (776) (see Figure 
5). This appears to have been a fairly 
rich ‘agricultural soil’. It did, however, 
appear to be distinctively different to 
the soil from the eastern mound that 
was described as a compact brown loam 
with lenses of paler clayey soil (808). 
It is noteworthy that the light, orangey 
sand, recognised as a post-glacial soil, 
(777) had been removed prior to the 
deposition of (808). This suggests 
that the mound [AU] is artificial but 
is also unlikely to have been produced 
simply by the re-deposition of the 
missing section of hollow-way bank. 
Such a situation is likely to have left 
(777) in place. Moreover, just to 

the west of [AU] and sitting on top of the 
natural was an accumulation of small stones, 
reminiscent of ‘metalling’ (806). This also 
suggests fabrication. The top layers of [AU] 
comprised the natural accumulations (775) 
and (778).

Discussion
	 It might be noted that Trench 4, opened in 
2019, also indicated that the mound lying to 
the east of [AU] was similarly artificial and 
contained the tumbled remains of a stone 
structure that was also positioned on the 
natural. The soil profile to the west of that 
stone setting comprised a range of deposits 
hinting that the stone structure may formerly 
have provided a revetment for them.

	 In other words, Trenches 4 and 7 together suggest the mounds are archaeological constructions 
rather than simple opportunistic ‘dumping’ of residual material. Furthermore, within a pre-modern 
environment such indiscriminate wastage of valuable topsoils is unlikely to have occurred.
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Figure 4. Detail of site plan showing earthworks and hollow-
way [AL] associated with Trench 7. A small area of ‘metalling’  
(806) is shown in Trench 7, just west of the mound.
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	 It is impossible, in the absence of further information, to speculate on the uses of such ‘mounds’. 
One, perhaps bizarre, consideration might however be thrown in the ring for probable ridicule. Within 
a lordly landscape the provisioning of burrows for encouraging and managing rabbits was a widespread 
phenomenon. The resulting ‘pillow mounds’ can be found in a wide variety of types (Williamson, 2007), 
though some may conform to the size and shapes of the mounds considered here. Either way, further 
excavation would be necessary to enquire more fully as to the nature of these earthworks.

Trench 8, 12

Description
	 Trench 8 was located towards 
the southeast corner of the enclosure 
and was positioned across the line of 
the enclosure dyke on the east side of 
a large upright stone set within the 
dyke [AJ]. Trench 12 adjoined it to the 
west and provided scope to examine a 
longer section along the north face of 
the dyke (Figure 6).

Results
	 As well as permitting a stone-
by-stone view of the construction of 
this part of the enclosure dyke, these 
trenches show how the dyke may have 
had more than one phase and how its foundations lay relative to the soils (Figures 7 and 8). A similar set 
of conclusions can be drawn from the evidence presented by Trenches 9, 13 (see below).	
	 The dyke was built along lines characteristic of later drystane dyking across the area. Large basal 
stones were pinned by smaller ones to provide a stable foundation. External stones were then laid along 
with the careful use of well-packed ‘hearting’ to make the core of the dyke. In this instance the stones 
had not been set down on the hard natural but onto a fairly dense natural, sandy subsoil that was clearly 
considered suitable for the proposed height of the dyke.
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	 The suggestion that the wall had, at one point, 
started to fall into disrepair prior to its re-establishment is 
made by the stones [AW]. These appear to have tumbled 
from the wall as they lay close to it with no other stones 
present anywhere nearby. They were not, however, lying 
on the same level as the wall foundation stones and so 
were not simply ‘left-overs’ from the initial construction 
phase. They appear to have fallen after an accumulation 
of soil had already built up against the inner side of the 
enclosure dyke. 

Small Finds 
Trench 8: Two late mediaeval(?) pottery sherds Cat. 
Nos. 78, 79) were recovered from context (767). 
Unfortunately, further sherds of early-modern pottery 
were also recovered from this same context suggesting 
that the earlier ones were simply residual and that the 

mixing of the soils had occurred no earlier than the early 19th century. 
Trench12: A copper alloy coin (Cat. No. 109), also from (767) was found but has, so far, not been 
dated. 

Trench 9
Description
	 Trench 9 was located along the east side of the enclosure dyke and was positioned with regard to 
potential stratigraphy, lack of mature trees and in order to give a sample set at ninety degrees to Trench 8. 
It was also extended eastwards in order to characterise the soils outside the enclosure. Trench 13 adjoined 
Trench 9 and characterised the outer face of the enclosure dyke to complement the inner face examined 
in Trench 12 (Figure 9).

Results
	 The scattered stones [AZ] appear to tell a similar story to [AW] in Trench 12. Although some were 
pushed into the soil on which the dyke [AJ] sat, others were positioned in the overlying context. These 
were then sealed by a substantial overburden of further soil layers that were better defined here than in 
Trench 8, 12. Further evidence for a later phase of dyke reconstruction was shown by the soil layer (768). 
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This had been cut through contexts 
(769) and (780) subsequent to their 
deposition and the top dyke stones 
were bound within its matrix. It 
may be suggested that the earliest 
phase of the enclosure may have 
been associated with stock enclosure 
whilst subsequent phases were more 
concerned with stock exclusion. There 
was no sign of a foundation trench for 
the dyke, though this was expected. 
Confirming this absence would be a 
priority for future work. 
	 By the time of the rebuilding 
suggested by the stones within (768) a 
large accumulation of loamy soil had 

accrued that had, presumably, slid down to this end of the enclosure as ‘soil creep’. Interestingly, although 
the enclosure is surrounded by rig and furrow (Ralston & Shepherd, 2019, 13), the depth of soil outside 
is nowhere near as deep as inside. This suggests a ‘plaggen’ soil - i.e. soil that has been enhanced by the 
addition of extra soil from elsewhere - and that it was used for garden or arable production, at least in its 
later phases of use.	
	 Outside of the enclosure, parallel scars were noted in the natural subsoil [AR]. These are tentatively 
suggested to be plough marks. However, if this is the case, they appear to be running at roughly ninety 
degrees to the rigs recorded by LiDAR imagery (ibid., Figure 1) and are, presumably, earlier in date. 
	 Feature [AY] was what appeared to be a hollowed area running along the front of the dyke. The 
geological ‘hard pan’ had been eroded away at this point and it is suspected that this may have been 
the result of trampling during the construction of the dyke. However, it was also noted that within the 
enclosure this pan was also absent from beneath the soil layers. Whether this may have been the result of 
stock trampling inside the enclosure is a moot point but would support the notion of its earliest use being 
for stock enclosure rather than exclusion.

7

0 1 2 3

1

2

3

Pittodrie Estate
Trenches 9 & 13
Drawing No. 19

4 5 6 7 8 metres

4

section 19 section 19

section 22

se
ct

io
n 

20

sect 24

section 21

(AY)

[AR]

natural

Trench 13

Trench 9 Trench 9

natural
[AZ]

(AY)

natural

[AV]

[AN]

[AN]

[AS]

natural

Figure 9. Plan of Trenches 9 and 13.

Photo 5. Possible plough marks [AR] showing as parallel cuts in the 
natural subsoil.



	 Within the 
enclosure were further 
features. A small 
setting of stones [AV] 
may represent a stone 
setting to support 
a post. Further up 
the slope was a stone 
structure [AS] (Figure 
11). This is probably to 
be seen as the remains 
of a wall, though 
whether related to a 
building or simply 
another enclosure 
would require further 
excavation. A small 
piece of alder charcoal 
(sample 26) sealed 
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in context (805) beneath this structure was submitted 
for C14 dating and returned a date of between 551 and 
404BC at 95% probability (SUERC-101066). This Iron 
Age date is clearly of great interest and invites further 
speculation concerning the nature of this structure and 
what other Iron Age structures my be in the vicinity. 
It is also hoped that further work can be carried out to 
discover more about any possible relationship between 
this feature and the larger enclosure.

Small Finds
A ?perfume bottle top (Cat. No.109) found within 
context (786). This bottle top was identical, apart from 
the embossed number on the top, to one found within 
the north end room of the ‘Bede House’ found in 2018. 
Someone was clearly not very imaginitive in his gifts to 
his ‘true love’!

The Mound

	 Figure 12 shows a topographical survey of this part of the site and the associated trenches. Trench 
5 was expanded into Trench 10 and Trench 2 was confined to its central section in order to concentrate 
the search for the encircling feature in that part of the trench. Trench 2 may be characterised as ‘the trench 
of the roots’! Excavation between 
the roots was so painstakingly 
arduous that work re-commenced 
here where it had left off in 2019. 
The ‘dog-leg’ in the trench was 
made in order to go around a 
large mature beech tree. Trench 
5 was also positioned in order to 
best avoid mature beeches.

Trench 2
Results and Discussion
	 Figure 13 shows a plan 
of the trench with roots criss-
crossing the area. [ABA] was a 
platform of compacted stones of 
medium size. At its front edge, 
defined on the figure by a black 
line, the stones were only one 
course thick, fairly small but very 
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well-defined. Behind them, the roots made 
it impossible to define them stone by stone 
but they appeared be deeper further down the 
slope. The angle of slope can be seen in Figure 
14. On its northern side (bottom of figure) 
the stones also suddenly stopped. However, 
there was no, neat, clearly defined edge as 
there had been on the upslope, western side. 
What is of note is that the stones appear to 
have been laid directly onto the natural, light 
sandy soil, suggesting that the site had been 
cleared prior to construction. On the other 
hand, it might be worth considering whether 

this soil had been severely leached by 
the dense root activity. Such action 
can denude soil of its humus content 
quite rapidly. And these trees are very 
old specimens.
	 The face of the wall - if that’s what 
it was - appears to respect concentric 
line indicated by the surviving 
earthwork. However, the earthwork 
does not appear to accurately reflect 
the underlying archaeological 
deposits. This strange affair was also 
noted with respect to Trench 10 on 
top of the mound. In this instance, 
later destructive processes appear to 
account for the surviving earthwork 
(see below). It is to be wondered 
whether a similar situation pertains to 
Trench 2. 

	 It is hard to work out what the stones represent. They clearly appear to suggest a structure of some 
form, but of what was it constructed? The stones are not sufficient to support a stone dyke of any size and 
they do not really seem sutable for an earthen or timber structure. Whether they are simply the remains 
of underpinning stones that supported more substantial, robbed boulders may be a possibility. Again, 
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further work would be needed to try to answer these questions, but the presence of the mature trees makes 
such work extremely difficult.

Trench 10
Background
	 Trench 10 was opened in 
response to the sample excavation, 
Trench 5, carried out in 2019. The 
aim of Trench 10 in 2021 was to 
seek to characterise the context of 
the 10th-century date determined by 
C-14 analysis of roundwood charcoal 
recovered in 2019. At the time it 
was suspected that this charcoal may 
represent the remains of a former 
wattle structure on the top of the 
mound.
	 The former Trench 5 was used 
as a baseline to a larger trench, 2 metres 
wide and, initially, 5 metres long on 
the top of the mound and across the 
topographic circular evidence that 
caused the original interest in the site 
(see Figure 12). The complexity of the 
archaeological evidence resulted in the lower layers of this trench being restricted to the western end 
measuring 3 metres by 2 metres. However, the former Trench 5 was also re-opened in this area as it had 
not been excavated to natural. This means that the final, fully-excavated Trench 10 measured 3.8 metres 
by 2 metres as well as the extra bit of Trench 5.

Excavation (See Figure 15-18, the sections)
	 The uppermost layers can be characterised as destruction deposits, apparently created during the 
robbing of the underlying structures for stone. (720) was ubiquitous across the site and comprised a mix of 
brown soils, disturbed stones - often with bonding-clay still attached - and charcoal. It may even represent 
a ‘tidying up’ of the site after the robbing of the stones. The site lies within an early 19th-century beech 
planatation laid out as policies for Pittodrie Castle with its proximity to the public ‘turnpike’ perhaps 
prompting a degree of landscaping and ‘making good’ during the tree-planting process. Were (720) not 
present, the underlying destruction layers would have created a very ‘bumpy’ horizon. Intriguingly, the 
topographic feature (792) that originally drew attention to the site appear to have been a product of the 
robbing of the site rather than having anything to do with its earlier archaeology.
	 The contexts immediately beneath (720) are destruction deposits  - (794), (772/3), (760), (824), 
(796) - containing matrices of stone, burnt material, clay from stone bonding and a single fragment of 
clear, flat glass that appears to attest the early modern date for this robbing episode. (With the exception 
of one or two small pieces of 19th-century ‘picnic-ware’ found within the leaf litter (717), no other 
ceramics or glass were found in this trench.) The soils of the stone-robbing deposits comprised a wide 
range of types that made the whole trench and the resultant sections rather colourful. They varied from 
bright orange sands through brown soils to greyish-white deposits that may represent powdery, heated 
clay residues. Some of the latter had been trampled into quite dense compounds that had been observed 
overlying the charcoal deposits (752) in 2019 (Trench 5, (725)) (Ralston & Shepherd, 2020, 7).
	 In the south-east quarter of the trench was a range of deposits, sealed by (794), that appear 
to relate to the original, historic destruction of the structures. (797) and (803) added to the multi-
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Photo 8. The foundation trench with foundation stones under 
excavation. The scorched red area to the left of the frame shows the 
position of the burnt post base and the engraved stone can be seen 
below and to the right of the point of the upper ranging pole.
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coloured nature of the deposits by adding thin lenses of different colours that appear to derive from 
intense burning. ‘Slimey’ lenses of grey and orange material suggest the types of residues present after large 
bonfires followed by rain and trampling. Beneath these was (816), a black matrix containing much burnt 
material. 
	 The plan of the earliest features (Figure 19) shows the hollow within which the deposit (816) was 
found along with two foundation features [804] and [817], both cut into the natural surface. These were 
similarly filled with burnt material, (818) and (822). A further deposit containing much burnt material 
(823) overlay and blended with both of the underlying deposits (816) and (822), making subdivision 
impossible to define. Within the cut feature [804] were the clay-bonded remains of a foundation course 
of stones [800]. No such foundations were noted in [817]. Also within [804] was what appeared to be the 
in situ remains of a burnt upright timber [820] sitting on a scorched and (?fire-)hardened surface (821). 
(819) was the cut in the natural subsoil that had also been scorched red by the burning episode.
	 The foundation cut [804] did not extend further east than the stone foundations [800], suggesting 
that this was the corner of the structure. In the north-west corner of the trench the natural had been levelled 
to produce a horizontal surface (see Figure 16, [815]). Beyond the corner of the structure the natural 
retained its original, uneven surface. The northern cut of [804] defined a very straight course whereas the 
southern edge, cut into the softer, overlying sandy natural (791) ‘splayed out’ towards the south-west where 
the stone foundations [800] were much wider than at the northeast corner. The former foundation stones 
also appeared to be mainly in situ as shown by their bonded nature and the soil-stained cut in (791). The 
reason for this widening is, at present, unknown. A suggestion may be made that it represents a ‘porch-like 
structure’, though this would require testing. The burnt timber upright appears to lay approximately 2 
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metres in from the presumed 
corner of the structure in the 
north-east of the trench. It is 
worth noting that this spacing 
produces a fairly common 
bay width recognised in later 
medieval, small vernacular 
buildings across the north-
east (Shepherd, 2021, 95).
	 [817] was also cut into 
the natural and is also 
considered to represent a 
foundation trench - both 
trenches appearing to have 
been dug at the same time. 
However, only scattered 
stones were present in [817], 
with the exception of the 
flat stone shown under the 

level number ‘327’ in Figure 19. It is 
suggested that this narrower trench 
(see Figure 20, E-D and F-G) may 
have held upright timbers.
	 Finally, in the sections, (791) 
has been distinguished from (791a). 
Both are bright, orange sandy 
deposits that appear to be derived 
from the natural sub-glacial deposits 
immediately overlying the hard ‘pan’. 
It is suggested that (791) is an in situ 
natural deposit whilst (791a) has been 
anthropologically re-deposited.

Finds
	 With the exception of the few early modern pieces noted above, the only finds came from the 
north-east foundation deposit [800]. The first appears to have entered the deposit during one of the two 
destruction episodes. Whether it had formed a part of the original construction or was present within 
the structure as an artefact is impossible to say. It is an engraved piece of argillaceous metamorphosed 
sedimentary rock, similar to the local slates, and is likely to have been found locally. It appears to have 
been finished fairly smooth prior to a design of concentric circles being engraved on its surface. What 
remains is simply a fragment of the original engraving and, was itself, broken in two prior to or during 
deposition. Superficially, it bears a resemblance to a ‘sun stone’ found in Denmark and dated to the 
Neolithic (www.sciencealert.com/vasagard-danish-island-300-mysterious-sunstones-sun-worship). It is 
worth remembering that a piece of late neolithic or early bronze age pot was found during excavtion of 
this mound in 2019 (Ralston & Shepherd, 2020, 9). Quite what the relationship of this piece is to the 
structure is difficult to say. It may simply have been a stray stone used in its construction but is more likely 
to have been found and kept as either a good-luck talisman or simply as an interesting curiosity.
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Figure 20. Profiles of foundation trenches [804] and [817]. See Figure 19 for 
relative positions.

Photo 9. The engraved stone found in the debris of the Trench 10 
structures.
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	 The other finds seem to represent pieces of worked stone. Two appear to derive from the same 
craftsman owing to their similarity. What they represent is difficult to say, though they resemble stonework 
associated with window or door openings.
	
Dating
	 Two charcoal samples were presented for C14 analysis: a piece of cherry wood from near the 
burnt post base [820] and a piece of pine from amongst the tumbled stones [800] at the east end of the 
foundation trench. The samples appear to confirm the identification of the charcaol remnants as belonging 
to a period not preceding the second half of the 1600s (SUERC-101067 and SUERC-101068). Sadly, 
owing to the calibration curve of the procedure, the latest date could be anything up to 1950! Realistically, 
however, it is unlikely that they date to any period after the mid 19th century owing to the map evidence 
available. These two matching dates, furthermore, suggest that the earlier 10th-century date from charcoal 
recovered in 2019 was either simply wrong or came from a much older piece of wood that had somehow 
become caught up in the local landscape by some unknown process.
	 The late medieval date also fits well with the other evidence uncovered that suggests a rectangular 
building of a type well-documented across the area. It is hoped that further work can be carried out 
here to discover more about the construction technique used. Although well-known from documentary 
sources, little archaeological work has been carried out on lower-status rural buildings of this period in the 
north-east. This, therefore, is a very useful addition to the archaeological record of the region.
	
Discussion
	 Four major episodes characterise this trench, Firstly, the building of the structure. Secondly, the 
apparent destruction of that structure resulting in a large amount of burnt material. After this came a 
third period of abandonment with no evidence of archaeological activity until, finally, an episode of 
stone-robbing that greatly disturbed and muddled the deposits. It is suggested that this final phase may 
have occurred as a result of the requirement for stone to build the enclosure dykes of the Pittodrie policies 
around the beginning of the 19th century. Arguably, the archaeological earthworks remained a significant 
landscape feature prior to this final destruction as it certainly attracted the attention of workers seeking 
a convenient source of stone. This is also recognised as being the period of stone-robbing at the Bede 
House.
	 It is also worth noting the evidence supplied by two rentals pertaining to the Pittodrie Estate: the 
Logiedurno rental of 1636 ((MS 3043-70) and Pittodrie rental of 1771 (MS 2392). The former groups 
small agricultural units within the contexts of their larger fermtouns. Under ‘Pittodrie’ is mentioned 
Firboggs, Craigwell, Miln Croft, .... Mound Croft, .... Croft and Dorlethen. Sadly, two of the words are 
difficult to decipher in the document. The order appears to run from north to south - from Firboggs to 
Dorlethen. Craigwell is known to lie on the north side of the site, which leaves three sites to be inserted 
between there and Dorlethen. The three present crofts north of Dorlethen may have formed part of 
the lands pertaining to that particular fermtoun, although the later rental (see below) lists Muirtown as 
forming a part of Pittodrie. But, it is hard to avoid the conclusion that .... Mound Croft does not relate 
in some way to the mound being considered here. 
	 If .... Mound Croft pertains to the mound considered here, Miln Croft is suggestive of a relationship 
with the Rush Mill, after which the burn appears to have been named. Quite where that lay is still open 
to conjecture, though the name implies a connection with that particular burn. Finally, there was a third 
croft about which nothing can realistically be said at this time. However, a consideration of the rents 
paid is quite interesting and shows that Craigwell and Miln Croft were assessed highest at 20 marks each, 
whilst .... Mound Croft paid 5 just marks and the unknown croft paid £4 6s - slightly more than .... 
Mound Croft. Clearly, Craigwell was a more substantial holding, which may indicate why it survived into 
later periods. If the Miln Croft was responsible for the running of the mill, that would have explained its 
higher value. But, these two holdings - Craigwell and .... Miln Croft - were rated higher than any other 
croft noted in this rental.
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	 Moving forward to the 1771 rental, it can be seen that the hillside had become more populated 
with small-holdings. Whether the same general north to south ordering of the holdings applied to this 
rental is hard to know. Table 1 lists the holdings recorded and the rents paid in the Pittodrie part of the 
rental.2 It should be noted that, by this time, rents were calculated in £ Sterling rather than £ Scots, which 
accounts for the apparent rental decrease between this rental and the earlier one.
	 For the purposes of this note, the detail of this interesting rental will not be gone into here. But, 
it can be seen that .... Mound Croft had ceased to be mentioned, though Rush Miln Croft was still in 
existence. The rent for this had fallen dramatically and, it might suppose, its mill had fallen out of use by 
this time, leaving it as the lowliest of all holdings on this part of the hill. Speculatively, it may be reflected 
in the longhouse discovered by Barry Foster just north of the Rushmill Burn. It might also be suggested 
that other remains uncovered in the present excavations are probably to be associated with some of the 
other holdings listed here. Quite which one is which, however, is probably unlikely to ever be resolved 
unless further documents come to light. Although, for the moment, the structure found in Trench 10 may 
have a good claim to being the .... Mound Croft of the 1636 rental. If so, this low status, rural structure 
would, at the moment, be unique in the North-east for sharing both documentary and archaeological 
evidence from this period.

2	 It is interesting to note that Firbogs no longer formed a part of the Pittodrie fermtoun lands 
and that Muirtown and Dorlethen did. It is not impossible that Muirtown had formerly been a part of 
Dorlethen’s holdings and that the Rushmill Burn marked the divide between Pittodrie and Dorlethen.
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Fermtoun/croft Est. value Infield Outfield Pasture Moor Moss Plantings
(£sd Sterling)

Mains of Pittodery inc. the 
leitt waird and the whin 

park of Craigmiln
47.4.4 48 40 47 219

Gardeners Croft 2.2.0 5 0 0
Croft of Craigwell 4.13.6 6 3 0
Part of the Braeside 4.19.7 6 3 2

Doubstown 7.1.10 7 9 3
Ditto part of Braeside 2.18.6 4 2 0

Rush miln croft 1.6.? 3 2 1
Ditto Braeside 2.0.0 2 2 0

Ditto 2.13.6 4 2 0
Saughen Waird croft 4.0.6 4 4 1

Wairdside croft 5.1.8 4 5 6
Guttertown 4.18.6 7 3 4

Craignathunder 3.6.6 4 3 6
Clubb 2.16.10 4 2 6

Part of Braeside 0.11.0 1 0 0
Muirtown 3.14.2 5 2 13

Pasture ground used in 
common among the crofts 

in the Braeside
0.0.0 0 0 18

Farm of Dorlethen 14.18.10 17 41 50 3
Hill, moor and moss part of 

Benduphigh 0.0.0 0 0 0 1179 59

Table 1. Rental for Pittodrie, 1771 (MS 2392, University of Aberdeen Special Collections).
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C
ontext / 

Feature
A

rea
Type

D
escription

N
otes

Presum
ed 

era
A

ccession 
D

ate
Plan N

o.
Section N

o.
T

hickness
Possible context 

associations
Slate 

Q
uantity

Pottery 
Shard 

Q
uantity

G
reen B

ottle 
G

lass 
Q

uantity

W
indow

 
G

lass 
Q

uantity

B
one 

Q
uantity

M
etal 

Q
uantity

C
harcoal 

Q
uantity

726
Tr1

D
eposit

O
rangey speckled grey clay. 

C
overing the inner w

est floor of building [A
M

] 
next to w

all [A
] and internal drain [A

A
]. Top 

of (726) is approxim
ately level w

ith [A
A

] 
drain. Extends eastw

ards for approxim
ately 

c.2.40m
 up to cobbles [F]. C

ontext depth w
as 

not reached next to [A
A

] (excavated dow
n to 

0.38m
 from

 ground surface; c.0.20m
 of context 

(726)) but sm
eared over hard packed m

aterial 
sim

ilar to [A
F] on alignm

ent of enclosure dyke 
[A

C
]/[A

J] and large w
all [I]. 

05/08/2019
5

727
Tr2 (U

pper 
Section)

D
eposit

A
 hard surface layer consisting of a m

ix of 
light orange fine sandy and gritty m

aterial. 
*N

O
T FU

L
LY

 E
X

C
AVAT

E
D

. 

Located in the upper north part of the trench 
betw

een the 14m
-15.20m

 points. B
elow

 (703) 
and above (729). *D

avid noted in context 
sheet that this feature w

as not fully 
excavated due to tim

e constraints and root 
difficulties in this area. 

05/08/2019
7, 8

728
Tr6

D
eposit

Loose coarse sandy layer, m
edium

 brow
n in 

colour. 
C

ontext (728) under (721) and above (761) = 
soft natural subsoil. 

05/08/2019
5

729
Tr2 (U

pper 
Section)

D
eposit

D
ark orangey brow

n coarse sand of m
edium

 
hardness. D

ry and dusty w
ith a few

 stones. 
C

ontext under (727) and above (730). 
05/08/2019

7, 8

730
Tr2 (U

pper 
Section)

D
eposit

Light and fine loose greyey-brow
n sandy 

m
atrix. 

Very thin layer at the top northern end of the 
trench under (729) and above (732). 

05/08/2019
7, 8

731
Tr6

D
eposit

Fine brow
n sandy com

pact m
aterial. 

Sm
all iron object is noted from

 com
ing from

 
this context. 

05/08/2019
35g

732
Tr2 (U

pper 
Section)

D
eposit

Light bright orange fine sandy m
atrix. 

Inclusions of igneous stones and charcoal. 
C

ontext (732) is located in the upper north part 
of the trench under (730) and overlay large 
stone [A

H
] and (733). C

harcoal sam
ple taken 

at 14.45m
 point by 0.4m

 across the trench and 
at a depth of 0.50m

. 

06/08/2019
7, 8

733
Tr2 (U

pper 
Section)

D
eposit

B
row

n sandy m
atrix containing igneous stones. C

ontext (733) located in the upper north part of 
the trench under (732) and above (734). 

06/08/2019
8

734
Tr2 (U

pper 
Section)

D
eposit

B
row

n soil.
C

ontext (734) is thought possibly to be the 
original ground surface. Located at the top 
north end of the trench under (733) and above 
(738) = possibly natural subsoil. Large stone 
[A

H
] is located in the northeast corner of the 

trench. It has been noted that there is a cavity 
behind this stone that appears to have be placed 
in this position w

ithin, according to our 
geologists, an artificially raised m

ound. It is 
w

ondered if this form
ed part of an early 

archaeological phase or to the C
-14 10th 

C
entury date for a charcoal sam

ple from
 w

hat 
appear to be w

attle that once thought to run 
around the top edge of this m

ound. 

06/08/2019
8

735
Tr4

D
eposit

G
rey gritty sandy soil consisting of organic and 

inorganic m
aterial. Located under (716) in the 

w
est side of Tr4 and above soft natural subsoil. C

ontext (735) is thought possibly an old 
surface layer and the m

aterial into w
hich stone 

feature (dyke?) [V
] w

as dug or has built up 
since [V

]'s construction. There is a m
arked 

difference betw
een the m

aterial on this side of 
[V

] to the east side w
ere the soil appears to 

have been dug over, possibly due to cultivation 
activity.  C

ontext (735) seem
 to reach higher 

than the top of feature [V
]

15/08/2019
4

c.5-c.38cm

736
Tr4

D
eposit

B
row

n loose dark loam
 soil below

 (708) and 
above (763). 

N
ice rich organic loam

 soil. 
15/08/2019

4

737
Tr4

D
eposit

B
row

n sandy layer. 
U

nder (736). 
15/08/2019

4
738

Tr2 (U
pper 

Section)
D

eposit
Stone layer (N

atural subsoil)
C

ontext (738) located in the upper part of the 
trench under (734). Excavated only fully to 
bedrock? at the top north end of the trench. 

15/08/2019
7, 8

739
Tr1

D
eposit

H
ard orange com

pact surface w
ith pitting, 

under (700). 
Possibly the sam

e as [A
F] i.e. ground below

 
enclosure dyke [A

J] as being on the sam
e 

alignm
ent or im

m
ediately to its north side. This 

w
as later built over w

ith building [A
M

]. 
Excavated dow

n to a depth of c.7cm
. N

oted as 
possible being a 'yard surface?' or 'floor?'

15/08/2019
5

5, 10
>0.07m

740
Tr1

D
eposit

M
ixed orange and grey clay. 

U
nder (700). This context seem

 to be a m
ixture 

of both neighbouring contexts, i.e. (739) and 
(741). 

15/08/2019
5
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Q
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e stones associated w
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] appear to be em
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].

27/08/2019
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758
Tr5
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associated w

ith the stones of feature [G
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Falls w
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Tr5

D
eposit

O
rangey sandy soil. 

Fairly hom
ogenous. O

verlies som
e of the 

stones of [G
] but underlying (757). U

nderlies 
(718). (718) and (759) m

ay be  associated w
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] and represent its 

destruction.
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G
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19th c.
East
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O

range inorganic soil.
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09/09/2019
5

762
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D
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B
row
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ontext (762) below
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01/01/2020
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C
om
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4
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er 
Section)
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all pebbles. 
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'Loam
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all pebbles. V. 
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D
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n soil below
 (701) and above (702) 
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-19m
 points. 

03/02/2020
7
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Tr1

D
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C

overing entire trench area. 
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J])

D
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 at deepest point 
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o pottery shards found w
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i.e. C
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m
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w
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at.N
o.79 

has traces of green tinted glazing. Pottery 
shards from

 the m
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 an undisturbed 

m
edieval context. 

M
odern 
Era
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N

]/[A
J]. 
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N
]/[A
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N
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w
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]/[A
J]. Shotgun cartridge end 

(thought to be end of paper cartridge type w
ith 

paper decayed). This w
as found at bottom

 of 
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The cartridge is thought to date from
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as excavated 
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 think. Fragm

ents of thick 
green bottle glass w

as found in the northern 
part of this context. 
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ith roots to the inside 

of the enclosure [A
N

]/[A
J]. B

ecom
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and lighter (less organic) w

ith depth. G
rades 
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(770). 

08/07/2021
19, 20, 22, 

24
7-10cm

R
ed floor 
tile?'

fossil?
G

un cartridge
yes

771
Tr10

D
eposit

B
row

n loam
y soil. 

08/07/2021
772

Tr10
D

eposit
Very thin dark grey layer (overlies ? ?)

08/07/2021

Appendix 1 - Contexts (continued)
22



C
on

te
xt

 / 
Fe

at
ur

e
A

re
a

Ty
pe

D
es

cr
ip

tio
n

N
ot

es
Pr

es
um

ed
 

er
a

A
cc

es
si

on
 

D
at

e
Pl

an
 N

o.
Se

ct
io

n 
N

o.
T

hi
ck

ne
ss

Po
ss

ib
le

 c
on

te
xt

 
as

so
ci

at
io

ns
Sl

at
e 

Q
ua

nt
ity

Po
tte

ry
 

Sh
ar

d 
Q

ua
nt

ity

G
re

en
 B

ot
tle

 
G

la
ss

 
Q

ua
nt

ity

W
in

do
w

 
G

la
ss

 
Q

ua
nt

ity

B
on

e 
Q

ua
nt

ity
M

et
al

 
Q

ua
nt

ity
C

ha
rc

oa
l 

Q
ua

nt
ity

77
2

Tr
10

D
ep

os
it

G
rit

ty
 w

hi
te

 c
ru

m
bl

y 
m

at
rix

 th
at

 m
ay

 b
e 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
as

 (7
51

) r
ec

og
ni

se
d 

in
 2

01
9.

 S
ee

m
s t

o 
be

 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

st
on

e-
ro

bb
in

g 
ep

is
od

e 
an

d 
m

ay
 

si
m

pl
y 

be
 a

 su
b-

se
t o

f (
72

0)
/(7

94
). 

Se
al

s (
79

4)
 

an
d 

al
so

 u
nd

er
ly

in
g 

co
nt

ex
ts

 th
at

 a
pp

ea
r t

o 
re

pr
es

en
t t

he
 o

rig
in

al
 d

es
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e.

?1
9t

h 
c.

15
W

es
t, 

N
or

th
ye

s

77
3

Tr
10

D
ep

os
it

W
hi

tis
h 

oc
hr

e 
co

lo
ur

ed
 li

gh
t s

an
dy

 m
at

rix
. 

Pr
ob

ab
ly

 si
m

pl
y 

pa
rt 

of
 (7

72
).

?1
9t

h 
c.

08
/0

7/
20

21

77
4,

 8
33

Tr
2 

(M
id

 
Se

ct
io

n)
D

ep
os

it
O

ra
ng

e 
lo

am
 w

ith
 st

on
e 

5-
6c

m
 in

cl
us

io
ns

 
be

lo
w

 (7
02

). 
La

ye
r b

ec
om

es
 d

ar
ke

r w
ith

in
 to

p 
fe

w
 c

en
tim

et
re

s. 

(T
hi

s c
on

te
xt

 w
as

 re
nu

m
be

re
d 

he
re

 fo
r s

ec
tio

n 
dr

aw
in

gs
).

08
/0

7/
20

21
15

W
es

t, 
N

or
th

ye
s

77
5

Tr
7

D
ep

os
it

Lo
os

e,
 so

ft,
 b

la
ck

is
h-

br
ow

n 
so

il 
 w

ith
 sm

al
l 

br
an

ch
es

 &
 b

ra
ck

en
 ro

ot
s p

re
se

nt
. 

Th
is

 so
il 

is
 b

el
ie

ve
d 

to
 b

e 
th

e 
ro

tte
d 

do
w

n 
le

af
 

lit
te

r l
ay

er
. R

ic
h 

in
 o

rg
an

ic
s a

nd
 tu

rn
s t

o 
a 

m
or

e 
st

ab
le

 b
ro

w
n 

so
il 

w
ith

 ti
m

e.
 

M
od

er
n

07
/0

7/
20

21
17

5-
10

cm
G

un
 c

ar
tri

dg
e

ye
s

77
6

Tr
7

D
ep

os
it

Sa
nd

y 
da

rk
 g

re
yi

sh
 b

ro
w

n 
co

m
pa

ct
 so

il.
 

In
cl

us
io

ns
: 5

%
 st

on
es

 (r
ou

nd
) u

p 
to

 5
cm

 in
 

di
am

et
er

. 3
 st

on
es

 1
5c

m
 in

 si
ze

 (2
 su

b-
ro

un
de

d 
ot

he
r a

ng
ul

ar
. 

A
 p

at
ch

 o
f a

sh
 5

cm
 x

 1
cm

 x
 1

m
m

 th
ic

k 
pl

us
 

sm
al

l f
la

ke
s o

f c
ha

rc
oa

l p
re

se
nt

 lo
ca

te
d 

at
 th

e 
w

es
t e

nd
 o

f t
re

nc
h.

 A
ls

o 
tw

o 
po

ss
ib

le
 c

ob
bl

e 
st

on
es

. O
ne

 lo
ok

ed
 a

s i
f i

t m
ay

 h
av

e 
be

en
 

w
or

ke
d 

on
 th

re
e 

si
de

s. 
 T

ho
se

 st
on

es
 w

er
e 

'fl
oa

tin
g'

 in
 so

il 
an

d 
th

er
ef

or
e 

no
te

d 
he

re
 b

ut
 

le
ft 

on
 si

te
. 

08
/0

7/
20

21
17

, 1
9

c.
34

cm
ye

s

77
7

Tr
7 

(e
as

t 
en

d)
D

ep
os

it
Sa

nd
, c

om
pa

ct
 li

gh
t o

ra
ng

e 
st

on
y 

so
il.

 
In

cl
us

io
ns

: s
to

ne
s c

.5
cm

. R
oo

ts
 (b

ra
ck

en
 a

nd
 

tre
es

) p
re

se
nt

. 

N
ow

 th
ou

gh
t t

o 
be

 's
of

t n
at

ur
al

'. 
G

la
ci

al
 ?

08
/0

7/
20

21
17

c.
7c

m

77
8

Tr
7

D
ep

os
it

Le
af

 li
tte

r. 
Le

af
 li

tte
r c

ov
er

in
g 

en
tir

e 
tre

nc
h.

 
M

od
er

n
08

/0
7/

20
21

17
5c

m
77

9
Tr

9
D

ep
os

it
G

ra
ss

 tu
rf

/le
af

 li
tte

r. 
C

ov
er

s t
he

 e
nt

ire
 tr

en
ch

. 
M

od
er

n
11

/0
7/

20
21

19
, 2

0,
 2

1,
 

22
, 2

4
2c

m

78
0

Tr
9

D
ep

os
it

B
ro

w
n 

so
il 

w
ith

ou
t s

ig
ni

fic
an

t s
to

ne
s (

st
on

e 
ve

ry
 ra

re
 in

 u
p 

sl
op

e 
ar

ea
). 

G
rit

ty
 w

ith
 sm

al
l 

st
on

es
 in

 d
ow

n 
sl

op
e 

ar
ea

. G
ra

de
s l

at
er

al
ly

 n
ex

t 
to

 w
al

l/d
yk

e 
[A

N
]/[

A
J]

 in
to

 d
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C
ontext / 

Feature
A

rea
Type

D
escription

N
otes

Presum
ed 

era
A

ccession 
D

ate
Plan N

o.
Section N

o.
T

hickness
Possible context 

associations
Slate 

Q
uantity

Pottery 
Shard 

Q
uantity

G
reen B

ottle 
G

lass 
Q

uantity

W
indow

 
G

lass 
Q

uantity

B
one 

Q
uantity

M
etal 

Q
uantity

C
harcoal 

Q
uantity

787
Tr8 (north 

side of 
enclosure 
dyke [A

J])

D
eposit

B
row

n crum
bly soil (north end of trench). 

A
pproxim

ately 30cm
 at the deepest point 

thinning to 10cm
 tow

ards the dyke [A
J]. 

Sam
ple no.24 found in w

all of trench next to 
rocks. *I R

alston m
easured context (787), 

south facing section. Found to be 13cm
 thick at 

this point. 

G
ranny's pot', blue print, pottery shard found 

w
ithin this context (22/07/2021). C

harcoal also 
recovered (See Sam

ple no.24).

?19th c.
22/07/2021

23
10-30cm

yes
yes

788 
(changed 
to 783)

Tr12
D

eposit
Leaf litter. 

Leaf litter covers entire trench. 
M

odern
22/07/2021

20
25, 30

4-8cm
783

789 
(changed 
to 784)

Tr12
D

eposit
C

om
pact, black organic soil. 

R
otten dow

n leaf litter. 
M

odern
22/07/2021

25, 30
5cm

784

790
Tr12

D
eposit

Light, fine, sandy brow
n soil. 

O
ld soil under (789). C

opper allow
 coin found 

at '34cm
'? Sm

all find no.9 found 27/07/2021. A
 

layer of stones [AW
] lay in the southw

est 
corner of Tr12. Those initially looked as if they 
m

ight be cobbles. Proved likely to be the 
displaced 'hearting' stones from

 a dem
olition 

(ruinous) phase of the enclosure dyke [A
J].

22/07/2021
25, 30

16cm
767

coin SF9

791
Tr10

D
eposit

Probably (759) from
 Trench 5 (2019). B

right 
orange gritty sand. D

irectly overlays the hard 
natural in Tr10. Possibly related to original 
destruction event. C

onfusingly, both (791) and 
(791a) appear to overlay natural but (791) m

ay 
be seen as anthropogenic.

?19th c.
23/07/2021

16, 17, *
South, East, 

N
orth

791a
Tr10

D
eposit

Looks and feels identical to (791) but appears 
to be in situ natural overburden covering 
natural.

G
lacial

17
W

est, South, 
N

orth

792
Tr9

D
eposit

B
row

n soil, firm
 to very firm

, gritty w
ith 

orange stains/patches (iron?). B
ecom

ing very 
stony at base w

ith pieces of underlying natural 
em

bedded. 

Soil w
est of and inside the enclosure w

all/dyke 
[A

N
]/[A

J]. O
ne large stone resting on top of 

(792) circa m
idw

ay dow
n slope. Possibly 

dem
olition of w

all/dyke [A
S]. C

ontext (792) is 
show

n as possibly (781) in section no.19. 

26/07/2021
19

19, 21, 22, 
24

c.10cm
yes

792 
(D

U
PLIC

ATED
)

Tr10
Structure

B
ank running north-south across the trench. 

A
ppears to reflect underlying archaeology 

w
hilst not directly associated w

ith it. Probably 
created as part of stone-robbing exercise.

?19th c.
15

South 

793
Tr8 (north 

side of 
enclosure 
dyke [A

J])

D
eposit

M
edium

 grained orangey speckled soil w
ith 

partials of brow
n.

27/07/2021
23

5-10cm

793 
(D

U
PLIC

ATED
)

Tr10
Feature

H
ole containing deposit of brow

n soil. A
ppears 

to be associated w
ith rotting roots encountered 

further w
est and m

ay w
ell be the relict hole of 

a form
er tree. R

oots em
bedded in (791) but 

running along the top of the hard natural.

M
odern

15, 16, 17

794
Tr9

D
eposit

O
range brow

n soil. 
27/07/2021

yes
794 

(D
U

PLIC
ATED

)

Tr10
D

eposit
B

and of brow
n soil containing m

uch burnt 
m

aterial - charcoal, burnt stones and ash. Very 
m

ixed destruction deposit under (720) and 
overlying (791a). This m

ay sim
ply be a part of 

(720) but contains m
ore sand and less soil but 

contains a greater proportion of charcoal in the 
south-east portion of the trench. O

verlies (797). 

?19th c.
16, 17

W
est, South, 

N
orth

795
Tr10

D
eposit

G
ritty pale ochre deposit. Very hom

ogeneous 
and containing feature [801]. Perhaps to be 
associated w

ith (720) or (794).

?19th c.
28/07/2021

16, 17

796
Tr10

D
eposit

D
eposit of disturbed stones. Fairly dense at the 

north side of trench but not in situ. A
ppears to 

reflect 19th-c. robbing of building. Em
bedded 

w
ithin (794) and overlying orange m

atrix 
(791a).

?19th c.
17

W
est

797
Tr10

D
eposit

Fairly hom
ogeneous w

hite, gritty deposit 
overlain by (794) and overlying (803), (816), 
(823) and (791).

?19th c.
17

W
est, N

orth

798
Tr10

Sam
ple

O
ne large and fragm

ents of peat lum
ps. O

ne 
squared side m

akes it look like a cut 'm
um

p'. 
Sitting on top of but slightly em

bedded w
ithin 

(797).

Squared-edged peat block fragm
ents recovered 

?19th c.
17

yes
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ss
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Sl
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tte

ry
 

Sh
ar
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Q
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G
re

en
 B

ot
tle

 
G

la
ss

 
Q

ua
nt

ity

W
in

do
w

 
G

la
ss

 
Q

ua
nt

ity

B
on

e 
Q

ua
nt

ity
M

et
al

 
Q

ua
nt

ity
C

ha
rc

oa
l 

Q
ua

nt
ity

79
9

Tr
10

D
ep

os
it

G
re

y-
br

ow
n 

so
il 

w
ith

 c
ha

rc
oa

l a
nd

 p
os

si
bl

y 
a 

hi
gh

 h
um

us
 c

on
te

nt
. O

ve
rla

y 
di

st
ur

be
d 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
[8

00
] a

nd
 in

te
rle

av
ed

 w
ith

 (7
91

). 
A

pp
ea

rs
 re

la
te

d 
to

 th
e 

in
iti

al
 d

es
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 
bu

ild
in

g.
 C

ha
rc

oa
l p

os
si

bl
y 

ac
cr

ue
d 

fr
om

 
un

de
rly

in
g 

bu
rn

t d
ep

os
its

. P
ro

ba
bl

y 
th

e 
in

te
rf

ac
e 

su
rf

ac
e 

of
 (8

22
) a

nd
 (8

23
). 

?
17

So
ut

h
ye

s

80
2

Tr
10

D
ep

os
it

G
re

y-
br

ow
n 

so
il 

pu
nc

tu
re

d 
by
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at

ur
e 

[7
93

]. 
R

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

w
ith

 (7
95

) p
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nt

ly
 u

nc
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ar
. 

Po
ss

ib
ly

 a
ss
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te
d 

w
ith

 (7
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?
17

80
3

Tr
10

D
ep

os
it

Pi
nk
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or

an
ge

 sa
nd

y 
m

at
rix

 u
nd

er
ly
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g 

(7
97

) 
an

d 
se

al
in

g 
(8

16
). 
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p 

su
rf

ac
e 

in
 th

e 
w

es
t-

fa
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ng
 se

ct
io

n 
sh

ow
s a

 c
re

am
y-
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ay

ey
 le
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tin

g 
it 

fr
om

 (7
97

). 
(N

ot
 sh
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 p
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 c
on

si
de

re
d 

to
 b

e 
an

 e
xt

en
si

on
 o

f (
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) a

t 
th

e 
tim

e.
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?
W

es
t, 

N
or

th

80
5

Tr
9 

(w
es

t 
en

d)
D

ep
os

it
O

ra
ng

ey
/b

ro
w

n 
so

il.
 R

el
at

iv
el

y 
so

ft.
 

Th
is

 c
on

te
xt
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pp
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ly
 w

es
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up
 sl

op
e)

 
an

d 
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y 
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ed
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y 
fe

at
ur
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w
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yk
e 
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S]

. 
*C
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l s
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e 
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nt
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r C
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bo
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14
 d
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in

g.
 

*W
oo
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ie
d 

as
 'A

ld
er
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se

e 
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. C
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. D
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f l
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 b
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 c
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l m
at

er
ia

l. 
C

on
te

xt
 (8

06
) a

pp
ea

r t
o 

la
y 

w
ith

in
 a

 
re

ct
an

gu
la

r a
rti

fic
ia

lly
 c
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C
ontext / 

Feature
A

rea
Type

D
escription

N
otes

Presum
ed 

era
A

ccession 
D

ate
Plan N

o.
Section N

o.
T

hickness
Possible context 

associations
Slate 

Q
uantity

Pottery 
Shard 

Q
uantity

G
reen B

ottle 
G

lass 
Q

uantity

W
indow

 
G

lass 
Q

uantity

B
one 

Q
uantity

M
etal 

Q
uantity

C
harcoal 

Q
uantity

826
Tr8 (north 

side of 
enclosure 
dyke [A

J])

Loose, orange patchy soil. Thought to be 'soft 
natural' subsoil.

Lots of sm
all stones - hard natural is lum

py - 
uneven surface below

 the loose orange 
[m

aterial] of (826)'. 

19/08/2021
33, 34

c.10-15cm

828
Tr6 &

 Tr11
D

eposit
D

ark hum
ic soil. 

[Taken from
 context (707) - Thought to be 

decom
posed leaf litter of fine loose soil w

ith 
few

 stones m
ainly at top of bank [Y

]. W
indow

 
glass w

as found w
ithin this context. This 

context seem
 to have been eroded? from

 the 
top of the earth bank [Y

] and w
ashed dow

n 
w

ards. 

M
odern

20/08/2021
27

c.0-11cm
yes

829
Tr6 &

 Tr11
D

eposit
C

hocolate brow
n soil covering m

ound [Y
], 

gully [A
E] and trackw

ay surface [A
K

] w
ithin 

hollow
-w

ay in general [A
L]. 

?/08/2021
27

830
Tr6

D
eposit

Loose, coarse sandy m
edium

 brow
n soil. 

U
nder (829) and overlays (831). 

?/08/2021
27

831
Tr6 

D
eposit

O
range sandy soil. 

Thought to be soft natural. Possibly glacial 
overlying harder till?

G
lacial

?/08/2021
27

832
Tr6

D
eposit

Yellow
 'ochre' lum

p w
ithin (829). 

Looks like 'natural' throw
n up onto bank. 

833, 774
Tr2 (M

id 
Section)

D
eposit

Leaf litter. 
This context w

as renum
bered here for section 

draw
ings. 

Section a, 
Section b, 
Section c.

834, 702
Tr2 (M

id 
Section)

D
eposit

D
ark brow

n organic-rich soil. 
Section a, 
Section b, 
Section c.

835
Tr2 (M

id 
Section)

D
eposit

R
eddish brow

n sm
ooth silty sand w

ith 
occasional grains. 

Perhaps associated w
ith [A

B
A

]?
Section a, 
Section c.

836
Tr2 (M

id 
Section)

D
eposit

C
rum

bly light yellow
ish brow

n silty sand 
containing som

e grains, som
e stones and som

e 
patches of hard pan. 

Section a, 
Section b, 
Section c.
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Context 
Feature

Area Type Description Notes Accession 
Date

Plan No. Section 
No.

A Tr1 Wall Drystane wall for building [AM] consisting of large 
facing stones with small stone pinning and hearting. 
This building in general overlay the alignment of the 
enclosure dyke [AJ], [AC] and possibly [AF] at a 
different angle and is evidently later than those 
features. 

Extant wall length: = 9.80m to where it appear to be cut 
by water coarse that is fed by Craigwell. Width: = 0.80m 
(31 inches or 2ft 6”). Height: from top of wall [A] = 
0.40m (at highest point of inner side of wall down to 
lowest point of outside of wall, west facing). Next stone 
to south ca.0.30m high and sitting 0.75m down to 
bottom of foundation stones [U]. Possible floor cobbles 
under (750) in southwest corner of building next to wall 
[A]. See photo DSC08977

02/07/2018 5, 9, 13 11

B Tr2 Feature Collection of stones up to 0.20m in diameter.  Most of 
the stones are set into (712) overlaid by (711) and 
partially covered by it. Thickness of stones is 0.30m. 
More stone concentrated on west side of trench than on 
east side. Stone feature directly above break of slope 
midway down slope of the Mound [AG] with grey 
material (wattle and daub?, same as in Tr5 above brake 
of slope at top of mound [AG]) seem to be associated. 
Stone spread below is thought likely to have come 
from this feature. 

Located at c.25m point midway down slope of Mound 
[AG]. Andrew's note in context sheet 'Could have been 
drystane structure with organic material infilling voids'. 

22/07/2019

C Tr5 Earthwork Linear boundary feature. Feature [C] was noted as a slight rise in the ground level 
with different vegetation at the northern end of Tr5. 
Feature [C] appears to be c.1.5m in width. It is though 
possible that this may once have formed an earlier 
trackway boundary - an earlier forerunner to the current 
'Turnpike' path. Alternatively, it is thought possibly to be 
the remains of one wall of a turf walled building that 
may have sat on top of this Mound [AG]. 

23/07/2019 3 12

D Tr2 
(Lower 
Section)

Wall/dyke? Stones up to 0.25m in diameter. Loosely fitted. 
Surrounded by grey material (723). Appear only to be 
one or two stones deep. Thought possibly to be the 
remains of a drystain dyke or a wattle and daub 
structure?

Feature located between the 23m and 24m points 
towards the edge of the flat rampart midway down 
Mound [AG].

01/08/2019 12 16

E Tr1 Wall East wall of building [AM] consisting of drystane 
construction of large stones with small stone pinning 
and hearting. 

Wall covered with context (700). Wall consisting of 
drystane construction of large facing stones with 
hearting surviving to one stone high. Large southeast 
corner stone shared with wall [W] and also both walls 
foundation [X]. Width of wall [E] = 0.85m. Extant 
length of wall [E] = 3.60m running North to South. 
Traces of wall [E] seem to continue northwards and may 
have been cut by the re-cutting of the water coarse from 
Craigwell. 

05/08/2019 5, 13 13

F Tr1 Floor Cobbled floor surviving as two patches within building 
[AM] west of wall [E]. 

The larger patch of surviving cobbles measure 0.90m by 
0.70 with a thickness of c.0.07m.  The smaller patch 
measure c.0.45m by c.0.38m. 

05/08/2019 5, 13 11,13,14

G Tr5 Stone feature 08/08/2019 3, 6 12
H Tr5 Feature 08/08/2019 3, 6 12
I Tr3 Wall A very wide east to west running wall. Consisting of 

very large stones (recorded in context sheet of up to 
1.5m long by 0.80m wide) consisting of granitic, 
gabbro, jasper & quartz. Extant wall length: c.4m, wall 
width: c.1.40m. 

Wall is built onto natural subsoil. This subsoil has been 
reduced in high on either side of wall [I] to leave the 
wall standing proud of the neighbouring ground surface. 
To the south is what appear to be a gully [T] and on the 
north possibly a cobbled area of feature [M] 

19/08/2019 7 3

J Tr3 Wall Remains of a north to south running wall consisting of 
stones up to 0.45m in size.  It appear to be running at 
70-75 degrees angle to wall [I]. Wall length 2.50m 
(remaining), wall width 0.80m and is thought to extend 
under stone pile [S] 

It is unsure if a large stone (0.90m by 0.75m) to the 
south of and in line with wall [J] is associated. 

19/08/2019 7 1, 3, 9

K Tr3 Stone feature Cobbled area along the outside of or foundation stones 
to wall [J]. Located between wall [I] and possible door 
step/threshold [L].

It is noted in David Richards context sheet '... Suggest 
strongly that [K] is younger than [I]'

19/08/2019 7 6

L Tr3 Feature Large very flat topped stone (0.50m by 0.30m) within 
line of wall [J]. 

Possible door step or threshold leading from cobbled 
surface? [AD] which run parallel with platform [N] on 
its north side down to path? [M] eastwards. 

19/08/2019 7

M Path? Possible a roughly laid stone path leading up to feature 
[L]

Possibly a farm yard? This feature remain mainly 
unexcavated and further obstructed by the presence of 
the stone pile [S] with many loose overlaying stones 
making it difficult to interpret.

19/08/2019 7

N Tr3 Feature Roughly laid stone feature with clear edging.  Possible 
building platform similar to in Tr1. Consisting of rough 
cobbles/stones of 0.25m-0.40m in size. Platform 
appear now as being laid simi-horizontaly and very 
uneven surface. 

 Possible cobbled floor but more likely a damp proofing 
platform layer. Feature [N] seem to abut and respect 
wall [J] to the east. The area directly north of [N] is 
hollow and now full of loam soil (704). Under (704) was 
found possibly the remains of a cobbled surface [AD] 
laid upon the natural subsoil and at a lower level to the 
stone platform [N]. 

19/08/2019 7 1, 9

O Tr3 Cobbles? A scatter of stones that are reminiscent of cobbling? 
Possibly associated with remains of feature [P] = 
wall?.

Feature [O] is very ruinous and difficult to make sense 
of. May be associated with feature [P]. Located directly 
south and possibly partly disturbed by the cutting/re-
cutting of water course. Feature [O] consist of a fairly 
jumbled collection of stones of 0.15m-0.40m in size 
laying on gritty to clayey natural (715). Two large stones 
up to 0.90m by 0.80m may indicate original position of 
a now lost wall/dyke [P]. A fragment of slate was found 
laying on feature [O]. Feature [O] was covered by the 
upcast (714) bank [R] from the cutting/re-cutting of the 
nearby water course. 

19/08/2019 7

P Tr3 Wall? Possible a very ruinous wall/dyke? west of stone pile 
[S] and  possibly partly covered by [S]. Stones 
generally were  between 0.25m-0.30m with some up to  
0.50m in size.  

Feature possibly associated with [O] = cobbles?. Feature 
[P] covered by upcast bank [R] from the cutting/re-
cutting of the nearby water course. 

19/08/2019
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Context 
Feature

Area Type Description Notes Accession 
Date

Plan No. Section 
No.

Q Tr3 Cut The cutting/re-cutting (canalisation) of the water 
course from Craigwell via the possible mill pond. 
Width of cut 0.50m

Thought probably to be the canalisation of a once 
natural water course. Possibly to facilitate activities to 
do with buildings in Tr1 and Tr3. Also this may have 
been to improve drainage. The final re-cutting [Q] was 
done after the abandonment of the stone structures in 
Tr3 and possibly in Tr1. This was done probably after 
the stone from those structures having been reduced for 
re-use to ground level. This re-cutting cut though the 
foundation layers of those structures with the discarded 
stones forming stone pile [S] and possible others likely 
piles in the area. The soil upcast material formed (714) 
of bank [R]

19/08/2019 7 2

R Tr3 Earthwork Upcast embankment parallel to burn (water course) 
from Craigwell. Width 1.50m and c.20m noted

Upcast material (714). 19/08/2019 7 2

S Tr3 Stone pile Large heap of stones forming a stone pile measuring 
c.3m by c.3m. Feature [S] is made up of stones  0.20m-
0.40m in size partly covered with upcast soil (714). 
Seem to cover part of feature [O] (= cobbles?). 

Upcast from cutting/re-cutting neighbouring water 
course through the stone structures within Tr3 (thought 
to be foundations to several building phases) that once 
was situated in this area

19/08/2019 7

T Tr3 Earthwork A gully laying 2-3m south of wall [I] with a width of 
c.0.50m, 0.30m deep and 8m long (unexcavated). 

19/08/2019 7

U Tr1 Wall Foundation stones for building [AM] beneath wall [A]. 
Those foundation stones are bounded by clay (742). 

Foundation appear to be made up of medium to large  
size stones i.e. c.0.36m upwards. Length of foundations 
excavated = c.0.60m and extended c.0.40m below wall 
[A]. Height from top of wall [A] down to bottom of 
foundation stones = 0.75m

19/08/2019 11

V Tr4 Feature Stone feature (wall/dyke/stone marker?), surviving to 
only one stone high. 

On the west side of this feature [V] it appears that it sits 
directly onto soft natural that was found to be 0.20m 
thick over hard natural and is covered by context (735). 
East side of this feature [V]: Top of stones down to hard 
natural here is ca.0.45m i.e. no soft natural present. This 
would suggest possible cultivation on the down slope 
side and that the ground had been dug over mixing the 
soft natural with the organic soil producing a deeper 
garden soil. Feature [V] width: c.0.54m with excavated 
length across width of trench is 1m on an approximate N-
S alignment. 

20/08/2019 8 4

W Tr1 Wall South wall of building [AM] consisting of drystane 
construction of large stones with small pinning stones 
and hearting. 

Wall [W] share the same very large corner stone [X] 
with wall [E] to form the foundation.  Length of wall 
[W] = 4.90m (outside to outside of walls [A] and [E]) by 
0.89m thick.  Extant high at the southeast corner = 
c.0.60m. 

22/08/2019 13 13

X Tr1 Wall Feature [X] is the corner foundation stone for the south 
and east walls respectfully i.e. walls [W] and [E] of 
building [AM]. 

29/08/2019 13 13

Y Tr6 Earthwork Linear earthwork along south side of hollow-way 
[AL]. 

It is though likely that this is the upcast from the 
construction of the hollow-way [AL] that crosses the 
site. Feature [Y] has a c.2m wide spread. (It should be 
noted here that it is very difficult to determine this 
feature's dimensions since it easily blends into the 
background and further due to vegetation cover). The 
height of [Y] is c.0.60. 

04/09/2019 4 5

Z Tr4 Earthwork Soil bank along hollow-way reaching a high of 
c.0.50m within area of Tr4

The northern part of this earthwork bank might be the 
upcast from the construction of the hollow-way [AL] 
that run immediately north of trench 4. There is a gap 
between bank [Z] and bank [Y] immediately to the west. 
It is thought possible that this may have been a trackway 
or entrance through those banks. Bank [Z] appear to be 
part of a much more complicated series of earthworks in 
this area including an apparent flat rectangular shaped 
area (This feature was sectioned; See 2021 Tr7). 
Beneath bank [Z] a stone feature (wall/dyke?) [V] was 
found. 

04/09/2019 4 5

AA Tr1 Drain cover Stone drain cover within building [AM] running 
approximately N-S along wall [A].

The drain was found mid section along is uncovered 
length to be accessible through the removal of several 
roofing slates that spanned and sat on the drain walls.

04/09/2019 5, 9 
(overlay to 
plan5), 13

AB Tr1 Cut Cut into (747) (possible natural subsoil) 04/09/2019 10
AC Dyke The discreet part of enclosure dyke [AJ] located to the 

west of Tr1. 
Irvine's dyke - This stone feature was uncovered on our 
last day of the season on site (i.e. 29 Aug 2019). It 
proved to be part of the enclosure dyke [AJ] and aligned 
with the northwest corner of [AJ] and wall [I] in Tr3. 
Both the inner and out faces of the dyke were revealed.  
Dyke [AC] was found to be constructed from field 
clearing stones surviving to at least  two stones high in 
this area. Length uncovered from vegetation overburden 
was 1.95m. Width of the dyke here is between c.0.86m - 
0.90m wide. 

15/10/2019 14

AD Tr3 Cobbles Possible cobbled surface to the north of [N] (= stone 
platform? feature) leading eastwards to what appear to 
be a doorway threshold or step [L]. 

Feature [AD] was found to be under rich black loam turf 
soil (704) and consist of circa fist size stones laid 
directly onto the natural subsoil. Only traces remain to 
suggest a cobbled area.  Adjacent at a higher level to the 
south is feature [N] thought to be possibly a building 
platform and likely to be associated with [AD]

07/11/2019

AE Tr6 Cut Appear to be a gully cut into the hard natural subsoil 
along the south side of the hollow-way [AL]. Material 
from this appear to form bank [Y] bisected in Tr6. 

29/12/2019 5, 21, 27

AF Tr1 Feature Hard packed + stones along alignment of enclosure 
dyke in Tr1

[AF] appear to be part of an early phase that took place 
outwith the enclosure dyke [AJ] on its north side. This 
was subsequently build over by building [AM]. Several 
earthworks located to the east of [AF] may be associated 
with it or to the later phase. 

29/12/2019 5, 10, 14
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Context 
Feature

Area Type Description Notes Accession 
Date

Plan No. Section 
No.

AG Tr2 
(Upper, 
Mid and 
Lower 

Sections), 
Tr5 

(2019); 
Tr10 

(2021)

Earthwork Pittodrie Mound in general. It would appear that this naturally occurring hillock was 
anthropologically raised by at least 1m. It has a 
noticeable rampart midway down its east and southern 
slops. The northern side slope appear to have been 
damaged by the possible excavation for an apparent Mill 
Pond [AQ] feature. Mound [AG] also has sustained 
damage to its west side by the cutting of the current 
'Turnpike' path and adjacent early 19th Century 
boundary dyke. Around the top edge of the mound was 
recovered a charcoal sample C-14 dated to the 10th 
Century from what appear to be a wattle and daub 
structure [AI] (2019). Excavation has shown the remains 
of a building that once stood on top of this mound. It is 
tentatively proposed that this might be the named '... 
Mound Croft' in the 1636 estate rentals. Also recovered 
within the foundations of this building was a possible 
'sunstone' of a similar discription to once found in 
Denmark (2021).

29/12/2019 3 (1)

AH Tr2  
(Upper 

Section)

Feature Large stone - Imbedded within an anthropologically 
deposited layer that was used to raise the mound [AG]. 
Stone is located to the east side at bottom of trench. 

29/12/2019 7

AI Tr5 Feature Appear to be a wattle & daub structure (palisade?). 
Next to break of slope (rampart) at top of Mound [AG]

30/12/2019 6 12

AJ Feature Pittodrie enclosure dykes in general. Enclosure dyke consist of field clearing stones. Some of 
very considerable size. Width: (were trackway [AL] 
break through enclosure dyke on west side of site) = 
0.85m); at [AC] = 0.86m wide. A straight line can be 
drawn between the northwest corner of enclosure [AJ] 
with [AC] and big wall [I] in the far northeast corner 
area and all seemingly part of this same structure. [AN] 
is the discreet part of the enclosure dyke on its east side 
within Tr9/Tr13. 

30/12/2019 14, 20 25, 28, 
31, 33

AK Tr6 Feature Hard natural surface of hollow-way [AL] The general description of the hollow-way surface as 
revealed in Tr6 and Tr11 is that it has signs of 
degradation by weathering and traffic. 

31/01/2020 4 5

AL Feature Hollow-way in general running through Pittodrie 
enclosure [AJ].

This hollow-way clearly breaks through the enclosure 
dyke [AJ] on the west side with a large stone being 
pushed to one side. The hollow-way exits in the 
northeast corner of [AJ]. It would seem that this hollow-
way was established after the enclosure [AJ] fell out of 
use. It would appear that the hollow-way served the 
buildings [AM] in Tr1 and the several buildings present 
in Tr3. From this information a general chronology of 
the site can be gained. 

01/02/2020 14 5

AM Tr1 Feature Building [AM] in general. Directly overlays but at an 
angle to the earlier enclosure dyke [AJ]. Presumably 
[AJ] no longer was standing at the time [AM] was 
built. Indeed the foundations of [AM] are recognisable 
as being the large stones re-used from the enclosure 
dyke [AJ]. 

 Consisting of context (750), including walls [A], [E], 
[W]

AN Tr9 (east 
end) & 
Tr13

Feature Enclosure wall/dyke, remains of. Consist of field 
clearance stones; typically 0.50m but up to 1.20 x 0.90. 
x 0.70m at least 20m long clearly visible along 
Tr9/Tr13. Biggest stones on outer and inner side faces 
with smaller pinning stone 'hearting' between. 

[AN] is the discreet part of [AJ] (= enclosure wall/dyke 
in generally) within Tr9. Feature [AS] = wall/dyke lays 
2.70m westwards from [AN]. 

08/07/2021 19 19, 20, 21

AO Tr2 (Mid 
Section)

Feature Collection of stones  up to 25cm. Rounded. Many in 
context. Some only separate. Covered by dark organic 
rich loam - probably (702) and may be (711). Stones 
lie within (774). Darker and more carb rich phase of 
(774) around stones ?soil?

09/07/2021

AP Tr2 (Mid 
Section)

Feature Collection of stones. Stones more of less in context. 
Up to 20cm. Rounded. Overlain by dark peaty loam 
(702). Within orange pebbly fine grain loam with 
rounded stones to 6cm stones lie within (774). Roots 
appear to cut through feature pushing stones apart. 
More deeper stones on east side of trench. 

09/07/2021

AQ Feature Thought possibly to be a Mill Pond (General) This feature appear to have cut part of the 'mound' [AG] 
on its north side and is fed by the water exiting 
Craigwell. 

09/07/2021

AR Tr9 (east 
end)

Feature Scarring on the natural subsoil surface. [AR] is a linear 
features recognised in the top hard natural at the east 
end of Tr9, aligning approximately N-S and parallel to 
enclosure dyke [AN]/[AJ]. Up to 60cm long by 1cm 
deep; infilled with brown gritty soil (781). 

Geologists disgard glacial scarring. Thought possibly 
therefore to be the traces of plough furrow marks? It is 
interesting to note that the apparent later rig-and-furrow 
present in the area, and clearly seen on the University of 
Aberdeen LiDAR scan runs at 90 degrees orientation to 
[AR]. 

04/08/2021 19 19

AS Tr9 (west 
end)

Feature Stone structure set in moderately straight alignment but 
slightly off alignment to the main enclosure dyke 
[AN]/[AJ]. Feature approximately 0.40m wide. 
Separated from main enclosure dyke [AN]/[AJ] by 
2.7m. 

Possible a wall or a dyke? 04/08/2021 19 19, 22, 24

AT Tr2 (Mid 
Section)

Feature Group (tumble?) of stones. Stones to 25cm, rough or 
rounded, granite etc. Almost touching in brown fine 
humic soil (702) and sitting on orange loam (712). 
Some stones below the main surface layer. These are 
seated within (712) but are limited to thin area. 

Interpretation: Tumble although very close proximity to 
wall raises suspicions. 

04/08/2021

AU Tr7 (east 
end)

Feature Earthwork, bank no.4 (see plan no.4 - 2019 season). 
Raised bank with convex sides. Approximately 5.70m 
long (N-S) by approximately 1.80m wide (E-W).  

Possibly the upcase from a possible ditch like feature 
directly to the east. 

05/08/2021 18 17
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Context 
Feature

Area Type Description Notes Accession 
Date

Plan No. Section 
No.

AV Tr9 Feature Group of 3-4 stones arranged in rough circle. 0.30m 
diameter, all at one layer. Stones 15-20cm long, 10 -
15cm wide, 10cm depth. Laying 0.35m below 
neighbouring ground surface. If it is a post hole the 
wooden upright appear to have a diameter of 0.12cm 
(see feature sheet [AV]). 

Possible post hole? 05/08/2021 19

AW Tr12 Feature Layer of 'hearting' stones along (1m) face of enclosure 
dyke [AJ]; one stone thick and extends 0.20m 
northwards out from the dyke, overlaying southwest 
part only of context (812).

Important layer; soil contexts (813) and (812) are early 
soil layers while soils (790), (789) and (788) has built up 
after enclosure dyke [AJ] was falling into ruinous state 
or demolished.

09/08/2021 20 25, 31

AX Tr9 Feature Cut for wall/dyke feature [AS] 09/08/2021 24
AY Tr9, 13 Feature Hollow lying alongside dyke [AN] within the natural 

subsoil. 
Trampled natural surface during dyke construction 
and/or animal/human traffic walking along outside of 
enclosure dyke during use? This has worn 
away/removed the natural 'hard pan' layer through into 
the underlying soft natural material. 

19 19

AZ Tr9 Feature Stones lying behind line of dyke [AN] seemingly 
pushed into primary deposit (792).

Tumble from first phase of wall? (See also [AW] in 
Tr10) 19 19

ABA Tr2 (Mid 
Section)

Feature Probable stone foundation course for wall/dyke of 
small stones sitting on subsoil with a definite edge 
along its north side and a less well defined probable 
edge to the south side. 

Absence of stones to the east is suggestive of a possible 
entrance location?

21

ABB Tr2 (Mid 
Section)

Feature Possible cut in (836), filled with (835). Possible (though iffy) association with structure [ABA]

[771] Tr10 Feature Animal burrow. Modern 15, 16, 17
[792] Tr10 Structure Bank running north-south across the trench. Appears to 

reflect underlying archaeology whilst not directly 
associated with it. Probably created as part of stone-
robbing exercise.

?19th c.

15 South

[793] Tr10 Feature Hole containing deposit of brown soil. Appears to be 
associated with rotting roots encountered further west 
and may well be the relict hole of a former tree. Roots 
embedded in (791) but running along the top of the 
hard natural.

Modern

15, 16, 17

[800] Tr10 Structure 2 groups of articulated stones embedded within (799) 
and in direct contact with the hard natural. They appear 
to represent the foundations of a building cut into the 
natural.

?

17, * South, 
East

[801] Tr10 Feature Group of stones in direct contact and lying on the same 
plane. Appears to be an in situ feature, but within a 
probable 19th-c. context.

?19th c.
17

[804] Tr10 Structure Trench cut into natural and fashioned to provide base 
for stone wall foundation.

historic? * East

[810] Tr10 Structure Clay matrix binding stones [800]. historic? *
[815] Tr10 Feature Area of levelled natural appearing to represent an 

internal floor surface.
historic? * South, 

East
[817] Tr10 Feature Steep sided cut in natural. Possible a trench cut to hold 

upright timbers. Steeper and narrower than [804] and 
filled with burnt material. Some stones in base of cut. 
Also densely filled with opportunistic roots.

historic?

* North

[820] Tr10 Structure Burnt remains of upright post, presumably a roof 
support.

historic?
*

[821] Tr10 Feature Burnt post pad underpinning post remains [811] historic? *
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Entry No Object Name Material Context No Small Finds No Location Date Notes
74 Pottery Shards (x2) Ceramic U/S Same as Cat.No.73. Found at 

same location. Found by Andrew 
Wainright & Iain Ralston at site 

found by Colin Shepherd in 2019 
halfway between Turnpike path 
junction and the Pittodrie Bede 

House.

06/06/2021 Cream glazed (traces only remaining) to outside on 
brown fabric. Unglazed to inside. 

75 Pottery Shard Ceramic 717 Tr10, found amongst the surface 
leaf litter. 

07/07/2021 Cream glazed on cream coloured fabric with blue 
pattern to outside surface. 

76 Pottery Shard Ceramic 780 Tr9 12/07/2021 Cream ware with white glazed to inside and out 
surfaces.

77 Pottery Shard Ceramic 780 Tr9 12/07/2021 Cream ware rim with off-cream glaze on both sides 
(smoke damage?) with brown band line around 
outside of rim.

78 Potter Shard Ceramic 782 or 767? Tr8 12/07/2021 Orange body shard. Thought possibly to be medieval 
in date. Found in context (782) which later proved to 
be no more than rotted root layer. This pottery shard 
may therefore be attributed to context (767) together 
with pottery shard Cat.No.79. 

79 Potter Shard Ceramic 767 Tr8 12/07/2021 Orange body shard with slightly green tint glaze to 
both surfaces. Thought to be late medieval in date.

80 Slate Stone 785 Tr8 12/07/2021 Slate (x2) thin frags. only.
81 Glass (green) Glass 785 Tr8 12/07/2021 Very small frag. only. 
82 Glass (green) Glass 780 Tr9 12/07/2021 Bottle glass (x2), one thick other thin, frags.
83 Glass (green) Glass 780 Tr9 12/07/2021 Bottle glass base frag.
84 Gun cartridge Metal 775 Tr7 12/07/2021 Metal end piece with firing indentation. 
85 Gun cartridge Metal 769 Tr9 07/07/2021 Metal end piece with firing indentation.  
86 Gun cartridge Metal 768 Tr9 07/07/2021 Metal end piece with firing indentation. Label reads 

'base of 768 outside [AN]'.
87 Charcoal Sample Organic 781  Sample 13 Tr9 12/07/2021 Small charcoal frag.
88 Charcoal Sample Organic 780 Sample 12 Tr9 12/07/2021 Small charcoal frag. 
89 Charcoal Sample Organic 780  Sample 11 Tr9 12/07/2021 Small charcoal frags. (x3).
90 Charcoal Sample Organic 772 7, Sample 10 Tr10 08/07/2021 Small charcoal frags. (2 bags of). 
91 Charcoal Sample Organic 780 Sample 14 Tr9 21/07/2021 Small charcoal frags.
92 Charcoal Sample Organic 786 Sample 15 Tr9 22/07/2021 Small charcoal frags.
93 Charcoal Sample Organic 787 Sample 16 Tr8 (north end of trench) 22/07/2021 Small charcoal frags.  (north end of trench near 

'Granny's pot' shard).
94 Pottery Shard Ceramic 787 Tr8 (north end of trench) 22/07/2021 Flat base of plate? shard with white background 

glaze on both sides with blue print on upper surface 
on cream coloured clay fabric. (Found at north end 
of trench near charcoal sample no.16). 

95 Bottle top with tube 
dispenser

Metal/organic 786 8 TR9 22/07/2021 Small bottle top from perfume? bottle. Tube 
dispenser protruding through top.  Corroded top 
surface but can still see stamped wording ‘16’, and 
‘B R O’?. Identical to one recovered from the north 
room of 'Bede House' during the 2018 excavation 
which has the same pattern of markings but a 
different central number. Presumably both may have 
come from ‘London’ as is stamped on the better 
preserved artefact. Suggested to be possibly 
Christmas gifts from the Laird to staff members i.e. 
Christmas hampers? Top has organic fibre seal 
inside. Found by David Richards. 

96 Charcoal Sample Organic ? Sample 22 Tr10 ?/07/2021 Small charcoal frag.
97 Charcoal Sample Organic ? Sample 23 Tr10 ?/07/2021 Small charcoal frag.
98 Peat Sample Organic ? Sample 21 Tr10 22?/07/2021 Large lump with several small frags.
99 Charcoal Sample Organic 780 Sample 11 Tr9 12/07/2021 Small charcoal frags. (x3).
100 Charcoal Sample Organic 780 Sample 12 Tr9 12/07/2021 Small charcoal frag.
101 Charcoal Sample Organic 785 Sample 17 Tr8 26/07/2021 Small charcoal frag.
102 Charcoal Sample Organic 785 Sample 18 Tr8 27/07/2021 Small charcoal frag. 
103 Charcoal Sample Organic 707 Sample 19 Tr11 26/07/2021 Small burnt? lumps (several of). 
104 Charcoal Sample Organic 707 Sample 20 Tr11 27/07/2021 Small charcoal frag.
105 Glass (green) Glass 786 Tr9 ?/07/2021 Bottle glass (x8) including neck pieces and lip. 
106 Glass (green) Glass 768 Tr13 26/07/2021 Bottle glass. Very thick. Though to come from the 

base. 
107 Iron  Metal 785 Tr8 26/07/2021 Two iron objects 1) nail shank? 2) flat blade like 

object with hole at one end. 
108 Pottery Shard Ceramic 785 Tr8 27/07/2021 Four fragments that all join together of white fabric 

with white glaze on both sides. 

109 Coin Metal 790 9 Tr12 27/07/2021 Small coin. Surfaces covered in copper oxide 
obscuring markings. D.17.5mm Th.1mm. 

110 Charcoal Sample Organic 776 Sample 28 Tr7 10/08/2021 Small charcoal frags. (x4). 
111 Charcoal Sample Organic 814 Sample 29 Tr8 (central area) 09/08/2021 Several small charcoal frags. 
112 Charcoal Sample Organic 770 Sample 30 Tr9 (outside of enclosure) 10/08/2021 Several small charcoal frags. 
113 Charcoal Sample Organic 781 Sample 31 Tr9  09/08/2021 Small charcoal frag.
114 Charcoal Sample Organic 787 Sample 24 Tr8 05/08/2021 Small charcoal frags. (x2). 
115 Charcoal Sample Organic 805 Sample 26 Tr9 (soil sealed by wall/dyke [AS]) 05/08/2021 Small charcoal frag. Identified as Alder wood. C-14 

dated to 2424 +/-26 years BP (Iron Age). 

116 Charcoal Sample Organic 809 Sample 27 Tr8 05/08/2021 Small charcoal frags. (x2). 
117 Iron Metal 784 Tr8 09/08/2021 Iron lump with rectangular object evident. Extant 

length of object 18mm W.14mm Th.4mm.

118 Glass (green) Glass 813 Tr12 09/08/2021 Bottle frag.
119 Pottery Shard Ceramic 814 Tr8 09/08/2021 Pottery shard of cream wear with flat bottomed? with 

edge. White glaze and blue pattern on all three 
surfaces. 

120 Pottery Shard Ceramic 786 Tr9 Cream body, flat with white glaze surviving on one 
side.

121 Slate Stone 808 Tr7 09/08/2021 Very small frag. only. 
122 Fossil? Stone 770 Tr13 04/08/2021 Shiny hard object imbedded into parent rock. 

Geologist onsite suggested possible fossil. 

123 Fossilised resin? Organic? 785 Tr8 04/08/2021 Lump of light brown material. Shiny smooth on 
scrapping with finger nail. 

124 Glass (green) Glass 786 Tr9 Bottle frag. 

Appendix 3 - Small Finds and Samples Catalogue
31



Entry No Object Name Material Context No Small Finds No Location Date Notes
125 Gun cartridge Metal 786 Tr13 Corroded metal end with traces of paper type 

material casing. 
126 Incised Stone Stone [800] 10 Tr10 05/08/2021 Stone in two parts that join together with eight 

concentric circles (ca. half of stone only recovered) 
with possibly several incised lines radiating out from 
the centre. Thought possibly to be a Neolithic 
'sunstone' (see www.sciencealert.com/vasagard-
danish-island-300-mysterious-sunstones-sun-
worship). Found by Colin Shepherd. 

127 Worked stone Stone [800] Tr10 19/08/2021 Block of stone with a rounded 90 degree corner. All 
surfaces dressed and to various angles with sides 
sloping inwards. It would appear that this block was 
a floor flagstone with a diamond shaped hole cut in 
its surface (c.6.3cm across top of diamond cut 
tapering out at c.2.5cm deep from the surface). Block 
L.c.21cm W.c.14-17cm Th.5-9cm. 

128 Worked stone Stone [800] Tr10 18/08/2021 Large block of stone with 90 degree corner and 
traces of another at opposite end. Several types of 
tool marks present. End side particularly smooth to 
facilitate a neat joint to its neighbouring block. Much 
of the upper surface is dressed except for central part 
which protrudes higher in the centre and show rough 
stone shaping stage. L.36.5cm W.16cm Th.10cm. 

129 Worked stone Stone [800] Tr10 19/08/2021 Block of stone with a 90 degree corner surviving. 
Corner show signs of smoothing possibly from knife 
sharpening? Bottom of block left un-dressed and 
only roughly shaped. L.25cm W.12cm Th.10cm. 

130 Worked stone Stone [800] Tr10 19/08/2021 Block of stone with two 90 degree corners. Also 
angle along one side to the outer surface and shaping 
to the inside area to accommodate possibly a wooden 
window frame. Tool marks present. All surfaces has 
been dressed. L.20cn W.17cm. Th.8cm (side) Th.4cm 
(front face). 

131 Charcoal Organic 818/820 Sample 32 Tr10 Medium piece of charcoal from close to the burnt 
post [820] within the matrix (818).  Identified as 
Cherry wood. C-14 dating to 146 +/-26 years BP. 

132 Charcoal Organic 799 Sample 33 Tr10 Medium size piece of charcoal overlaying [800] and 
abutting (791). Identified as Pine. C-14 dating to 145 
+/-26 years BP. 

133 Charcoal Organic 818 Sample 34 Tr10 Roundwood charcoal found near top of (818) close 
to south-west stones of [800].

134 ?Stone Inorganic? 816 Sample 35 Tr10 Burnt ?stone.
135 Bulk Organic 820 Sample 36 Tr10 Small bulk sample taken en bloc from [820] - the 

base of the apparently burnt post. 
136 Bulk Organic 818 Sample 37 Tr10 Small bulk sample of burnt material within (818). 
137 Bulk Organic 816 Sample 39 Tr10 Small bulk sample of mixed burnt deposit from 

within (816). 
138 ?Stone Organic     /      

Inorganic?
800 Sample 40 Tr10 Lumps of burnt material - probably not charcoal - 

from around stones. 
139 Misc Organic 822 Sample 41 Tr10 Small miscellaneous burnt material. 
140 Misc Organic (822)/(816) 

beneath 
(823)

Sample 43 Tr10 Miscellaneous burnt material. 

141 Misc Organic (818) Sample 44 Tr10 Miscellaneous burnt material including charcoal. 
142 Glass (green) Glass 787 Tr8 12/08/2021 Bottle glass. Very small frag. only.
143 Misc Organic 822 Sample 42 Tr10 Large lumps of miscellaneous burnt material. 
144 Bulk Organic 818 Sample 38 Tr10 Small bulk sample of clay-like matrix forming part 

of (818) in the southern extension - the former 
Trench 5 of 2019. 
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